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On March 7, the Nicaraguan government announced that Cardinal Miguel Obando y Bravo and Joao
Baena Soares, secretary general of the Organization of American States, have agreed to participate
as observers in cease-fire talks with the contras scheduled for this week. As of March 8, it was
unclear whether the contras would attend the negotiating sessions which the government had
proposed for March 9-11 in the southern border town of Sapoa. The Obando's decision to attend the
talks cleared the air after a decision by President Daniel Ortega last week to remove the Cardinal as
mediator. The contras had said they would not attend unless Obando was present. In a telephone
interview on the evening of March 7 with the Washington Post, Obando confirmed he is willing to
attend the talks as a witness without being the moderator. He said he had insisted on being allowed
to bring a small team of bishops and church lawyers who advised him when he was the mediator.
Obando said Ortega accepted that request. Meanwhile, the contras were insisting that the agenda
for the cease-fire talks be based on proposals made by the Cardinal at the most recent round of talks
in Guatemala City which Obando called off on Feb. 19. The government has named Gen. Humberto
Ortega, defense minister and brother of the president, to head its delegation. Adolfo Calero is
to lead the contra delegation. [On March 4, Costa Rican President Oscar Arias urged the contra
leaders to agree to cease-fire talks without the presence of Cardinal Miguel Obando y Bravo. He
offered to send a member of his government as a witness "to assure that afterward there are not two
different versions of what happened."] (Basic data from Washington Post, Prensa Latina, 03/08/88;
AP, 03/07/88)
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